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All the sites listed or discussed in this article have been checked; however, the compiler cannot guarantee the currency of the information included here, particularly when a site for an educational program lists specific course offerings. The listings in the education sections may not be complete. The compiler would appreciate being informed of similar sites not included here. The information is current as of the date this is written; it may not be current at the time this is published.
Geriatrics
Geriatrics is "that branch of medicine which treats all problems peculiar to old age and the aging, including the clinical problems of senescence and senility" (Dorland's Illustrated Medical Dictionary, 28th ed.). World Wide Web (WWW) sites began growing in 1995, and at that time, one article was published to introduce the Internet to professionals in the geriatrics community (Shorr & Orick, 1995) . Since that time, the number of home pages in geriatrics, gerontological nursing, and the geriatric aspects of dentistry, pharmacology, psychiatry, and physical and occupational therapy has increased from just a few to well over 100. This column attempts to pull together the known Internet resources on these topics.
Some World Wide Web sites have the word "geriatrics" in their name but are not really about geriatrics as defined above and are, therefore, not included in this list. An example is the sites for geriatric care managers. Some long-term care facilities have the word "geriatric" in their name but are not listed here because such a list is beyond the scope of this column. Also beyond the scope of this column are the home pages of individual medical groups or organizations that provide geriatric services at specific locations.
The nature of individual Web sites sometimes changes over time, most often as a result of software enhancements that allow home pages to become more complex. Frames-based formats and search engines for specific Web sites are two developments that often make what used to be easy-to-find information harder to find. Sometimes URLs change too, as a result. This has affected some of the educational sites for geriatrics. Their older URLs are no longer accessible and it is sometimes not possible to locate the old information from the newer versions of their home pages. It could also be that these programs in geriatrics have indeed been eliminated. This column includes only sites that can be successfully accessed at this writing.
Education
Many institutions of higher learning with educational programs in geriatrics also have related programs in geriatric research and clinical geriatrics. Faculty members are often also physicians or researchers specializing in geriatrics, or they have formed alliances with others who work in one or more of these specialities. It is often difficult to say whether a geriatrics program at an educational institution focuses more on its teaching, its research, or its clinical activities.
Geriatric Education Centers (GECs) are universitybased programs for practicing professionals who want to gain an understanding of geriatrics through a certificate program without enrolling in a lengthy formal course of study. They are funded by the Bureau of Health Professions of the Health Research and Services Administration of the United States Public Health Service. Attendees, who are often nurses, social workers, occupational therapists, anthropologists, ministers, etc., typically attend an on-campus session of one or more weeks, and then focus on a topic of their choosing at their facility for the rest of the year.
Some education programs in geriatrics are based in institutions other than colleges and universities.
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They, however, almost always have some sort of an academic affiliation. The United States Department of Veterans Affairs sponsors a series of Geriatric Research, Education and Clinical Centers (GRECCs) at several of their medical centers. Some long-term care facilities offer geriatric fellowship programs for practicing physicians who wish to prepare for a specialization in geriatric medicine. These are also included in this section. The listings below are presented in a geographic arrangement. If they seem overweighted with sites in Pennsylvania, it is for two reasons. It is the author's own state -the one with which she is most familiar, and it has a number of individuals who do an excellent job of keeping up with (and posting to the Web) geriatrics programs in the state with home pages. If there are similar individuals or sites for other states, this compiler would very much like to be informed of them. The exact nature of each site is either apparent from its title or from the accompanying description. The old URL for this program has been eliminated. The College of Medicine has transformed its information into a "Virtual Hospital" search engine. You can search on "geriatrics" from here, but what is retrieved seems to be mostly press release-type information. Using another approach, you can find the section for the Department of Internal Medicine, but geriatrics is not included in its list of medical specialities. Embedded deep within the long description of the residency program of the Department of Family Practice, you will find a few paragraphs about the geriatrics part of this program.
United States

Arkansas
Ohio
• Geriatric Medicine at Case Western Reserve University and University Hospitals of Cleveland. This site describes the many geriatric medicine programs and opportunities at CWRU. These include a geriatric CARE center, geriatric fellowships, the Western Reserve Geriatric Education Center, the Office of Geriatric Medicine, and the geriatric medicine clinical and research faculty. The description here of how this GEC, which offers training programs throughout the central and eastern parts of the state and is based at the Institute on Aging at the University of Pennsylvania, has adapted its training focus through its ten years of existence is a good example of the many different ways GECs meet their training objectives.
http://www.med.upenn.edu/~aging/gec.html
One of the missions of this GEC, operated jointly by the programs on aging at the University of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania State University, and Temple University, is information dissemination. This home page has several good lists of Web sites in geriatrics, all of which are linked. One is of all the GECs in the United States with home pages; another is of Pennsylvania organizations in geriatrics, and a third is of sites offering online educational training in geriatrics. The specialties of this GEC are a "conference calendar" that is an extensive listing of upcoming conferences and workshops in the field of aging, its own online newsletter, as well as an online version of "Pipeline," a newsletter for the GEC network, and a hot-linked list of Internet resources. The distinction between the practice of geriatrics and the health care of older persons is not always clear in some sites. Many "geriatrics" sites have large amounts of useful information for anyone taking care of older people. This section of this column lists sites that say they are about "geriatrics"; it does not make judgements about whether they focus more on medicine or on health care.
Sites are listed below in the order of their usefulness, based on authority, comprehensiveness, and timeliness. Metasites that list very few sites and do not include unique sites are not included here.
Metasites
• MedWeb: Geriatrics.
Includes direct links to several hundred sites, many of which deal with specific problems of aging such as bone diseases, rheumatology, etc. There are also many links here for discussion groups, educa-
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The Gerontologist tional resources, electronic publications, guidelines, policy, institutes and agencies, medical education, psychiatry, nursing, pharmacology, physical therapy, terminology, etc. http://www.med-library.com/docs/geriatr.htm
Other Web Sites
• Columbia-Presbyterian Medical Center, School of Dental and Oral Surgery, Multidisciplinary Education in Geriatrics and Aging (MEGA). The 12 online learning modules at this site are normal aging, geriatric assessment, case management and hospice, health promotion and disease prevention, pharmacotherapeutics, nutrition, mental health, sensory impairment (hearing and vision), oral health, rehabilitation, bioethics, and health policy. Five of them were not accessible at the time this was written. Those that were included learning objectives, glossaries, and references along with the learning material itself. A search engine for this large site is available.
http://cpmcnet.columbia.edu/dental/ Dental_Educational_Software/ Gerontology _and_Geriatric_Dentistry/ introduction.html
• University of Florida (Gainesville), College of Medicine, Geriatric Education. Includes two online teaching cases in geriatrics, one of whom is Mrs. Geri Ann Smith. This site is often referred to as the "Geri Ann" site.
http://www.med.ufl.edu/medinfo/geri/geri.htm • Dr. Stall's Home Page Dedicated to Geriatric and Hospice Care. Robert S. Stall, MD is an internist/geriatrician in the Buffalo, New York area and is a major promoter of geriatrics resources on the Internet. He established the GERINET, HOSPIC-L, and LTC-LIST e-mail discussion groups in 1987,1995, and 1996, respectively http://www.med.ubc.ca/geriatrics/ Geriatrics-andrew/homepage.html
• Geriatrics Reviews for Primary Care Providers. The emphasis at this site, which is posted by the Allegheny University of the Health Sciences (formerly Hahnemann University) in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, is on making documents, article reviews, or article abstracts on geriatrics available to primary care providers. At this writing, the amount of material was limited.
http://www.mcphu.edu/libraries/resources/ reviews/geri.htm.
E-Mail Discussion Groups
• GERINET. This is the oldest and most general e-mail discussion group in aging. To subsribe, send a message to LISTSERV@LISTSERV.ACSU.BUFFALO.EDU. Leave the subject line blank. Send a one-line message: subscribe GERINET (your firstname lastname). To send a message after you are a subscriber, use GERINET@LISTSERV.ACSU.BUFFALO.EDU.
• GERI-FP. This is a forum for family practice geriatric managers and educators to discuss the business of capitated health care for the aged and the evolving paradigms for the care of the chronically ill and aged. To subscribe, send a message to LISTSERV@ SHRSYS.HSLC.ORG. Leave the subject line blank.
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Send a one-line message: subscribe CERI-FP (your firstname lastname). To send a message after you are a subscriber, use GERI-FP@SHRSYS.HSLC.ORG.
• GITT-FORUM.
This e-mail discussion group is devoted to geriatric interdisciplinary team training. To subscribe, send a message to LISTPROC@NOC.NET.NYU.EDU. Leave the subject line blank. Send a one-line message: subscribe GITT-FORUM (your firstname lastname). To send a message after you are a subscriber, use GITT-FORUM@NOC.NET.NYU.EDU.
Gerontological Nursing
Education
This section includes educational facilities with formal courses of study as well as sites that provide training materials for use in a geriatric care setting.
• Abstracts of all the articles in any current issue of this Haworth Press journal back through vol. 13, no. 1/2 (1995) can be read by selecting it from a list of specific issues listed by this gopher link.
gopher://ukoln.bath.ac.uk:7070/11/ BUBL_Main_Menu/E/E2/E2EP09
• PTGERI. This is an e-mail discussion group for physical therapists working with the aged. To subscribe, send a message to LISTSERV@LISTSERV.IUPUI.EDU. Leave the subject line blank. Send a one-line message: subscribe PTGERI (your firstname lastname). To send a message after you are a subscriber, use PTGERI@LISTSERV.IUPUI.EDU.
• OT-GERI.
This e-mail discussion group is for occupational therapists working with the aged. To subscribe, send a message to MAJORDOMO@DARTMOUTH.EDU. Leave the subject line blank. Send a one-line message: subscribe OT-GERI (your firstname lastname).
To send a message after you are a subscriber, use OT-GERI@DARTMOUTH.EDU. 
